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We chose studless tyre, and could confirm the difference, so
| will be careful this afternoon. Much part of the SS7 were
covered with ice, so | expected cars with stud tyres, but | did
not push hard because we had our car spun at the first stage
in the morning last year. Road surface of Panorama (SS6) was
very icy, and the following short stage (SS7) was combination
of icy surface, deep ruts and deep snow and car went while
plowing snow. Omae—-Suzaka (SS8) today was easier than
yesterday, for us, with consistent surface with snow. | think it
is likely we choose to keep going with studless tyres this
afternoon.
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Most part of the road surface is exactly the same as |
expected, so we could get good results. | was determined to
push hard during morning, and | could win some stages. | think
road surface will be loose this afternoon, so | will be careful
not to make mistakes and drive steadily.

Yasushi AOYAMA
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Tyre is so important. We chose studless tyres but | could not
get good rhythm yet, and R5 (car#1) is so fast. The stages
gives good grip for studless tyres than | expected, but the
start order plays important role in the classification.
Temperature is expected to get higher in the afternoon, so
let’s see how it goes. | will go with studless tyres in the
afternoon, too.

4 Wayne STEWART Everything is ok, and no problems today. Starting to get the
JxA2 - AFaT—hk feel of the car a bit more, and hopefully | will push harder a
little bit more in this afternoon. Some corners are very good,
but others are very slippery, and road surface conditions are
inconsistent — but a lot of fun.
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It is more slippery than yesterday, so | am driving carefully —
but it is difficult. | will try to finish the day.
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| was too slow in approaching corners yesterday, but could
improve it today little by little.

Road surface is good. Not so much parts are icy. The car
sometimes slides toward outside the corner where there is
deep snow, but | think the condition is good.

| think there is still more room for improvements, and | am not
yet driving with good rhythm comparing from my experience
last year, so | will try to catch a good rhythm and go faster in
the afternoon.
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| think | am doing good, but sometimes | have difficulty in
controlling steering wheel even in low speed when the car got
a slight kick from the road surface. So, even in low speed |
have to be careful and predict the movement of steering
wheel.

Even though we saw tarmac surface of the road were
exposed, but 90% of the road are covered with snow, so |
could enjoy the driving.

| will drive steadily in the afternoon.




